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Winner of the New Blood Dagger, Arthur Ellis, Barry, Anthony, and Dilys awards.Chief Inspector
Armand Gamache of the Surêté du Québec and his team of investigators are called in to the
scene of a suspicious death in a rural village south of Montreal. Jane Neal, a local fixture in the
tiny hamlet of Three Pines, just north of the U.S. border, has been found dead in the woods. The
locals are certain it’s a tragic hunting accident and nothing more, but Gamache smells
something foul in these remote woods, and is soon certain that Jane Neal died at the hands of
someone much more sinister than a careless bowhunter. Still Life introduces not only an
engaging series hero in Inspector Gamache, who commands his forces - and this series - with
integrity and quiet courage, but also a winning and talented new writer of traditional mysteries in
the person of Louise Penny.





David Kloth, “The answer is in the painting.. "Still Life" is the first of the Inspector Gamache/
Three Pines novels. I mistakenly read the second story, first, and backed up to catch up by
reading the first.Wow. There had been allusions to this story in the second book, but nothing that
diminished the enjoyment, suspense, or surprises that I encountered along the way.Louise
Penny writes beautifully. The story is crisp and the plot is tight. The characters are believable and
come alive on the page. You not only feel as if your in Three Pines with them, but you want to be,
there,in Three Pines with them.It's fall in Three Pines, at Thanksgiving, and the locals are ready
for their celebrations and feasts with family and friends. There are a lot of artists in and around
the area, and it's also time for the local art show. One of the Three Pines matrons, a retired
school teacher loved by all, has been painting for years, but has never shown her work. In fact,
she's never allowed anybody to see her work. In fact, she's never allowed anybody into her
home, except for her warm and inviting kitchen. When her painting, Fair Day, is accepted for the
show, it sets in motion the acts of a murderer.Inspector Gamache, his team, and several of the
Three Pines residents are trying to unravel the truth behind the death of somebody whom
nobody could possibly have reason to kill. Or could they? Or was it a hunting accident? It does
happen in the early morning during deer bow season, when hunters will have been out stalking
or waiting for their prey.Louise Penny takes us logically and thoughtfully through the process to
the climax. Will it surprise you? I don't know; how good a detective are you? Can you match wits
with Inspector Gamache? I had my suspicions. Will you?I have one closing thought, and it's
appropriate for the end of my review. Louise Penny doesn't just drop the story or our characters
at the climax or resolution of her story. She includes a proper and effective denouement, for
which I have a soft spot. I can think of one of my favorite author's stories, about which the only
thing I dislike is the abruptness of the endings. Ms. Penny does not leave us hanging or wanting
for explanations.Well, as for wanting more, I've already started the next novel in the series. You
most likely will, too.”

Terry Weyna, “A real sense of place and character. I don't know why it's taken me so long to
getting around to Louise Penny's THREE PINES mysteries, but I'm very happy I've finally done
so. She writes with so much affection for the tiny Canadian village of Three Pines, a place in
which I'd love to live. I want to eat at the bistro, make friends with Clara and Peter (though I have
some reservations about Peter), be insulted by Ruth, and simply be part of this lovely
community. In fact, I got so bound up in the characters and the setting that I forgot to pay close
enough attention to the mystery to figure it out before all was revealed! And Penny played fair --
all the clues were there -- so I can't blame it on her.I will likely tear through all 18 of the THREE
PINES novels. Give this series a try -- you, like Jean Guy Beauvoir, will love Gamache and all the
rest.”



Ebook Library Reader, “a wonderful read. After falling in love with Alfred Molina’s Inspector
Gamache in the tv series “The Three Pines”, I immediately went looking for the book that
inspired this character. Oh my. I am so in love with Louise Penny’s writing. This is, without a
doubt, the best police procedural I have ever read. The writing is sublime, insightful, lyrical. I
can’t recall ever reading a procedural where I hadn’t guessed whodunit by midway through. In
this one, I saw the culprit only at the very end, when they were revealed. I am so happy to know
that there are 17 more books in this series.  I think I shall be a fan of Louise Penny for life!”

Kathryn, “Still Life. I started watching the show Three Pines on Amazon and realized I had the
first book in the series. So, I picked that up and discovered a new must-read series for me! The
mystery takes place in a small village in Quebec, not too far over the border from my own Maine
township. I think for that reason I felt right at home. A beloved character is found dead on a trail in
the woods, killed with a bow and arrow. There are several possible suspects, including a group
of friends that I immediately fell in love with. I felt right at home with their friendly banter, even the
cantankerous Ruth. It was as if I’d lived there all my life with these people. I was glued to the
pages and surprised by the ending. I can highly recommend this mystery and look forward to
diving into the rest of the series. My only regret is having this book for so long without reading it. I
do also enjoy the tv series. I think Alfred Molina plays the part of Gamache perfectly. Side note:
How did the character of Agent Nichol ever get hired in the first place? What an immature
narcissist!”

Skdunn, “Slow read at first but gains speed. Suggested by a friend or I may have never stumbled
upon this author. This was a bit slower of a read but I thoroughly enjoyed the picture Penny
creates with her writing. I could picture almost every scene as if I were there. I'll definitely be
purchasing the next 17 in the series.”

kkathryn, “Amazing characters. The mystery grows as you read through this tale. And quite a tale
it is! About the flaws of humanity and how we must have flaws if we are to be human. And to
recognize them is our gift to ourselves. Some of the people in this tale will not see those flaws,
and we know their fate. Oh, and there is a mystery to solve as well.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Still water runs deep. It took some getting used to this style of writing,
the rapid changing of narrative. But when you got into to the flow is easier.I liked the story and
the unravelling of the murderer..”

Halles9, “A good story. Who would murder an elderly retired teacher who was well known and
liked in this small Canadian village? Author Penny weaves a tale rich in personalities and
motives we move toward the surprise conclusion.”

waycat, “Wonderful debut from Louise Penny.. This debut novel from Louise Penny is absolutely



wonderful. I came across book 9 at my local library, and when I got it home and realised it was
part of a series I immediately ordered books 1-11 and started at the beginning. This came about
purely from reading just two chapters of book 9 and realising straight away that it was right up my
street.Armand Gamache is such a refreshing change from your usual police inspector, in that he
and his wife love each other very much, he has a stable and strong home life, and he doesn't
seem to possess any of the inner demons and hauntings that so many others in this genre do.
So pleasant to read of someone with what could be termed a "normal" life both at work and at
home.Although Gamache is a somewhat gentle and easy going character, he also shows the
stronger, stricter side of him at various points throughout the story, both when disciplining his
underlings and also when interrogating suspects and witnesses who he knows are telling bare
faced lies. This is a good portrayal, again, of someone who is just like the next person.The story
itself is intricately woven, characters introduced here and there to build a marvellous picture of
the inhabitants of the town of Three Pines, and how they interact with one another in every day
life. Some characters are fleshed out more, and rightly so since they form an integral part of the
main plot. Others are mentioned briefly but this for me is just right in getting the balance
between who is essential to the story and who is there just for back ground.All throughout this
book, I was taken to a beautiful place, picturesque, wild, tranquil.... all sorts of adjectives spring
to mind, so good was the author's descriptions. I feel now as if I have learnt something about
Canada, both in terms of it's political structure and it's breath taking landscape.So all in all, I
would highly recommend this book. Stunning for a debut novel, and I am so looking forward to
reading the rest of the series, and getting to know more about Gamache, his team and also the
quirky and often hilarious residents of Three Pines.”

D. Beecher, “Canadas Agatha Christie.. Do you know when your in the mood for something
entertaining and not too heavy, but you still want it to have integrity. That was the mood I was in
when I found this book, and it fulfilled that need entirely. It is skillfully written, so skillful in fact that
I forgave it for doing a bit of head-hopping (usually a pet peeve). It is character driven with both
the police team and the villagers of Three Pines coming to life. It has an interesting setting,
especially for someone like me who is entirely ignorant of Quebecois history and culture.I dislike
the term 'Cozy' it has something of the crazy cat woman about it. However for the sake of clarity I
will say it towards the cozy end of the crime spectrum. But it is not bland. Penny has a deft touch
with facing the realities and consequences of the death at the heart of the book, without
dragging down the generally positive tone. There are interesting hints towards some long term
series arc's that are intriguing. I can't wait to read more.A definite recommendation for fans of
Martha Grimes, Anne Cleeves and Agatha Christie.”

Peter - The Reading Desk, “A Wonderful Murder Mystery. This is the first book in the Chief
Inspector Armand Gamache, of the Sûreté du Quebec, series. 'Still Life', is a great murder
mystery that has a depth of possible suspects, and expands to encapsulate human psychology



and community dynamics. The number of characters and the plots and twists was really well
balanced so we weren’t overwhelmed with complexity yet extensive enough to keep our
imagination guessing who the murderer was and what the motive might be.The opening lines of
the novel states. ”Miss Jane Neal met her maker in the early morning mist of Thanksgiving
Sunday. It was pretty much a surprise all round." The surprise is, who could unexpectedly
murder a well-loved elderly artist and ex-teacher, and why? Jane was killed with an arrow and
we are treated to an informative overview of bows and arrows – which I found very
interesting.Throughout the story, I was drawn towards different suspects for quite legitimate
reasons and I would say that if you guess the murderer early on, it will be as much luck as
investigative deductions. To give equal credence to several possible murderers is a real craft in
writing a whodunit. It’s all about creating motive, opportunity and the capability to carry out the
horrific act of murder. In the story, Oscar Wilde is quoted as saying that “Conscience and
cowardice are the same thing. What stops us from doing horrible things isn’t our conscience but
the fear of getting caught.”Gamache has an engaging style that is really appealing, he listens, he
observes, he has an analytical mind. He helps develop his team and has a fundamental desire
to support new recruits and imparts wisdom on assessing a person’s character and principles,
such as our ability to make choices.“I watch. I’m very good at observing. Noticing things. And
listening. Actively listening to what people are saying, their choice of words, their tone. What they
aren’t saying. … It’s as simple and as complex as that. And as powerful. So when I’m observing,
that’s what I’m watching for. The choices people make.”He is also pragmatic and firm and will
make tough choices when necessary. As a consequence, his team are extremely loyal and
cohesive. Well, the established team members are!This book is not a psychological thriller but a
book I highly recommend as a murder mystery.”

Meeow, “Hunting bows + art: a bit bland but promising. I enjoy gentle crime / social /
psychological novels. Eg Inspector Montalbano, Inspector Chopra, The No.1 Detective Agency
plus of course the original Holmes & Watson. Maigret, too. I found the first appearance of
Gamache absolutely readable and the book took me through a long winter afternoon very
happily.I don't know where this novel is in Louise Penny's work (was it a breakthrough novel? Or
something created after earlier books?)To me its seems self conscious about being pleasant
and evocative. Gamache is seen so deferentially. Of course it is interesting to meet a homicide
detective who is not a wreck!His first case under our gaze is the arrow murder of an older
woman in the forest near an arty little backwater town; it has its own bookshop and art gallery,
alongside the woodlands teeming with deer hunters. It does all feel a bit too cosy. Even the
investigating officers eat well! Perhaps this really is (or recently was) life in Quebec?
Undercurrents of real world trouble, and the perpetrator's secret life of slime, don't quite ring true
for me. I'd need to check but I suspect some character p o v moments are misleading? Plenty of
witty sparkles, though. Gamache's colleagues seem promising, albeit blandly sketched for now. I
will be trying a couple more titles in this series.”



The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 26,307 people have provided feedback.
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